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Address: PO Box 99049, Raleigh, NC 27624

Email: ICSNC@ics-nc.org

Website: www.icsnc.org

Change of mailing address and email: 919-946-9991

Maria Thoenen,
President of Iranian
Cultural Society of
North Carolina

The Vision for future of Iranian Cultural Society of North Carolma

When | consider the value of the cultural center to our community, | view it from two perspectives. The first is the value
to our families. The second is the value to the broader North Carolina community.

Obviously, the center will provide a vibrant physical focus for our treasured cultural events such as Nowruz, classes in
Persian language and arts for all ages, and a meeting place for lectures, social groups, and exhibitions. We have been
talking about these benefits since our cultural center project began. In my mind, however, | like to consider its cultural
role within our community on a higher plane, viewing the center as a platform for transmission of the Persian spirit and
character from one generation to the next, passing on to our children and their children a legacy of an ancient, rich
and unique culture - a legacy which must be honored and protected. This, in my opinion, is the true value of the center
to the families which comprise our Iranian American community.

The second perspective is that of the value of the center to our neighbors in central North Carolina. The center will
raise the profile of Iranian Americans, communicating the message of our contributions to the American society, the
innovative and positive roles played by our community of first- and second-generation immigrants, locally and nation-
ally, in the economy, in the realm of academia, and in medicine to cite a few examples. No immigrant community in
the recent history of the United States has arrived better prepared to help build a stronger and better America. As we
reach out from the center to share our culture, we will also share the story of our achievements.

Maria Ahmadi Thoenen
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“Representing People Not Property”

. “ Fara is an exceptional agent. She went beyond the call of duty to manage the entire process for
overseeing the upgrades that were needed to make our house presentable and put it on the
market. We highly recommend Fara to anyone looking to buy or sell their house. " -- Afshin S.

. “ Fara is a top notch professional who offers white glove service. As a buyer from NYC, all
details were handled perfectly and timely. I was able to find a home, purchase and close all within
a 2 weeks period. She looked after everything on my behalf and recommended excellent referrals
from Inspections to lawn keeping. A+++ experience. She provides expertise as an agent and is a
pleasure to work with." -- Alice Z

. ” Fara is an excellent, professional, and courteous agent. She was always available for showing,
following up, and answering questions. She has a kind, fun and positive personality which makes
working with her enjoyable. I highly recommend her. " -- Hamed Z.




An interview with Sepldeh Saidi

By Shahla Bagheri

Sepideh Saidi, the Iranian born North Carolinian, is the
founder of SEPI, a top civil engineering and construction
firm that employs over 269 people in seven offices across
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Florida with plans to
further expand to the other areas of the Southeast.

I met Sepideh Saidi for this interview over Zoom. Cognizant
of all her accomplishments and the awards she has received
for her professional success, | expressed my objective as
getting to know her essence as a person. Furthermore, |
endeavored to seek her advice for the youth and young im-
migrants in finding their paths towards successful careers.
Sepideh reminiscences: “l was born in Tehran and have
always been proud of being Iranian. | admire the rich cul-
ture of Iran and its major contributions to civilization, art, and
culture. Being Iranian always made me feel confident and
proud. | grew up in an open-minded family who believed in
equal rights for women. My mom, grandmother and aunts
were strong professional women, and fighting for gender
equality was never an obstacle for me. Emphasis on educa-
tion was another integral part of our family values.”

Sepideh came to Raleigh in 1978 to complete her high
school education. Her brother was attending NCSU at the
time. The siblings intended to return to Iran after completing
their studies. The following year after her arrival, her father
passed away and then the revolution occurred in Iran. This
was a very difficult and confusing time for the young student
planning for future. Life in America during the hostage crisis
was very difficult, especially in Raleigh that was not as di-
versified as it is today. After getting her degrees from NCSU
in civil engineering and agricultural engineering, Sepideh
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Sepideh Saidi

began working for the department of transportation, where
she was the only female engineer. She stayed at DOT for 16
years until she decided to launch her own company.
Sepideh believes having courage is an important factor
in success and in her opinion, what you are afraid of also
opens many doors of opportunity. This opportunity arrived
when one of the partners in a civil engineering firm asked
her to help him in building a highway. She had to decide
to establish her own company, and that was a frightening
idea because she had always worked for the government
and running a business was never on her radar. Sepideh
quotes one of her favorite people, Eleanor Roosevelt:” You
gain strength, courage and confidence by every experience
in which you really stop to look fear in the face. You must
do the thing you think you cannot do.” Although she did
not know anything about running a company, she decided
to embrace the opportunity. Sepideh found the process of
learning about building a business interesting. “In a start up,
you have to do everything yourself, but you also learn a lot
by doing everything,” she says. This was a high risk under-
taking and she had to borrow money. True to her style, she
consulted with and talked to many people. “It is important
to talk to people. You do not have to listen to them, but you
learn something from everybody.” One person told her, “No-
body knows how to start a business,” when she exclaimed
that she did not know how to start a business. Therefore,
she began a journey of personal growth through reading,
attending conferences, being involved in the community,
and using involvement in different industries as a learning
experience.

When you start a business, Sepideh believes you have to fig-
ure out what you “gain” and what you “lose,” and you should
be comfortable with what you lose. She realized that she
was comfortable taking the risk. Accompanying her young
children to the library one day, Sepideh stumbled upon a
book” Trust Your Gut.” It was about the power of intuition in
growing your business. She started paying attention to her
gut feelings and her body and noticed that she would get
excited thinking about her future business. She decided to
trust her intuition and began talking to banks and creating
a business plan. “Life is about learning, and how we create
our own lives.” It is important not to focus on the obstacles
but get excited about the vision of your business. When you
can visualize something clearly in your mind, the path opens
up, doors open. The vision is about “who” we are, “where”
we are going and “why.” When she could clarify her vision to
herself, she could articulate it to others. “People get excited
about a clear vision.”

Sepideh’s awareness of “self’ is impressive. Her vision of
who she is has a remarkable clarity and her ability to convey
her own evolution with humility, and a dignity built upon val-
ues instilled in her by her family is admirable.

About 10 years ago Sepideh began studying organizational
culture and concluded that organizational culture is the most
important ingredient in a company. Culture is basically about
the relationship among the employees. She articulates cul-
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Sepideh Saidi

ture in these terms: “How we live, how we pursue a market,
how we propose a project, how we interact at work.” Being
transparent, communicating with and allowing employees to
express their opinions without retribution is very important.
The company culture is an attractive entity for the employ-
ees and diversity adds to the culture. SEPI values religious
freedom, LBGTQ, and gender equity in the workplace. It is
important for Sepideh to inspire other women to enter the
field of engineering. She also believes that immigrants add
a lot of value to the culture of an organization.

When building her business, Sepideh tried to fit in the mostly
male American engineering culture of the time, by trying to
smoke cigars and playing golf. But she does not recommend
that tactic now, although she still enjoys smoking an occa-
sional cigar and playing golf, she believes instead of trying
to “fit in,” it is best to improve your authentic self. She now
feels that the fact that she was different helped her more
than trying to fit in. “Be yourself and grow confident about
who you are,” is her advice. You have to love what you do.
I love working on my business, marketing, building relation-
ships, involvement with a lot of organizations in leadership
positions, and getting involved in the community. | have
been involved in organizations such as healthcare, bank-
ing, and airport in leadership positions. You learn something
from every business.

Another way Sepideh is involved with the community is to af-
fect legislation. She believes that the COVID pandemic im-
pacted the lives of women more negatively by forcing them
to stay home and possibly losing their jobs. She believes
childcare is very important in creating a healthy economy
and is involved in legislation to get public schools to begin
at Pre-k level. This project is already being tested in several
North Carlina counties.

Sepideh loves literature, poetry and still enjoys reading
Mowlana, Forough, Shamloo and others. Her daughter Na-
kisa is studying for her PhD in psychology and her son Bar-
dia works for the congresswoman Deborah Ross in Wash-
ington DC.

| asked Sepideh about her best memory of life in Iran. With-
out hesitance, she replied “Summer afternoons in my grand-
mother’s house,” when the family got together in the court-
yard for tea and fruit, when friends or relatives stopped by
without calling and the warmth she felt during those sponta-
neous family gatherings. My grandmother’s house was in
Tajrish, she says--near “sar-e pol” and the young members
of the family could walk to Tajrish Bazaar. These are Sepi-
deh’s fondest memories of growing up in Iran.

It was hard to say goodbye to “Sepi.” This was a very enjoy-
able afternoon hour for me, having learned about “embrac-
ing an opportunity when it comes your way,” “looking fear in
the face”, “Listening to your gut” and evolving as a person,
while having a great impact on the lives of others; but it was
mostly the brilliance of her clear vision that left a marked
impression on me.
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About Sepi

Sepi is dedicated to building great environments and is passionate about giving back to the community. She is cur-

rently or has served on the following:
* Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority — Board Member

* North Carolina State Banking Commission — appointed by Governor Cooper, 2017

» Wells Fargo — Raleigh Community Advisory Board
* NC Chamber of Commerce — Executive Board

» Duke Raleigh Hospital — Advisory Board

» Wake Ed Partnership — Board of Directors

* Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce — Past Board Chair

* NC State’s Institute for Emerging Issues — National Advisory Board Member

Her recent professional awards include: » Businessperson of the Year, Triangle Business Journal — 2018 « NC Busi-
ness Hall of Fame Laureate, Junior Achievement of Central Carolinas — 2016 * Outstanding Alumni Award, NCSU
College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) — 2016 « Top 20 CEOs of the Year, Triangle Business Journal — 2015
Professional Associations American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC)



A wonderful and exciting news - L =

By Nazi Ahmadi Kite

We would like to take a moment
and share this wonderful and excit-
ing news with you. In August 2021,
Iranian Cultural Society of North
Carolina (ICSNC) received a very
generous donation in the amount
of $100,000 from Dr. Khanh T. Vu
and his wife Ms. Elmira Choopani
to support the Khaneh-Iran build-
ing fund.

Elmira Choopani and Dr. Khanh Vu
have owned, and operated Vance
Family Medicine have been part
of the Henderson community and
its surrounding area for the last 29
years.

Ms. Choopani migrated to US in
1975 and Dr. Khanh came to US
in the same year as a refugee from
Vietham. Both went to school in
Kansas and graduated in Chem-
istry. Dr. Vu continued his educa-
tion in medicine at the University
of Kansas in Lawrence. They have
been married since 1980 and have
two adult sons. They moved to
North Carolina in 1993 where they
opened Vance Family Medicine in
Henderson, NC.

Vance Family Medicine is a rural
health clinic providing comprehen-
sive care from newborn to geriatric
age groups with an open-door pol-
icy welcoming all types of patients
seven days a week. Vance Fam-
ily Medicine is among a few fam-
ily medicine practices left in the
state offering obstetrics and inpa-
tient care offering an alternative to
busy emergency rooms of today’s
hospitals. Believing that preven-
tative medicine is often the best
medicine, Vance Family Medicine
works with local businesses offer-
ing employment physicals, drug
testing, workers compensation and
teaching proper work techniques.
Since the beginning of the COVID
pandemic, Vance Family Medicine

has become a major COVID test-
ing center and the largest inde-
pendent COVID vaccination site in
North Carolina.

On behalf of the ICSNC board of
directors, members, and volun-
teers, we send our sincere thanks
to Dr. Vu and Ms. Choopani for
this very generous donation. We
are grateful for their support of
the ICSNC, its mission and the
Khaneh-Iran project. With the sup-
port of caring and concerned indi-
viduals like Dr. & Mrs. Vu, we are
able to move closer to finishing our
Khaneh-Iran, an accomplishment
we can all be proud of, and which
makes our community a great
place to live.

Once again, thank you Dr. Vu and
Ms. Choopani for your kindness,

This p
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was taken during our recent Open Huse at

generosity, and support. We are so
fortunate to have people like you in
our community.

We also encourage and challenge
other individuals in our community
to follow Dr. Vu and Ms. Choopani
footsteps and help ICSNC with the
I[ranian American Cultural Cen-
ter (Khaneh-Iran) Project. We still
need more funds and donations to
complete this huge project. In the
coming months, we will schedule
more open house events so you
can visit this great place and see
what has been accomplished so
far and hear more about the plans
going forward.

U\ " \\ ‘ :»'
Khaneh Iran showing the exten-

sive progress we have made during the last several months. From right to left: Ms. Azadeh
Choopani, Dr. Khanh T. Vu and his wife Ms. Elmira Choopani, Mr. Kazem Yahyapour and

Mrs. Nazi Ahmadi Kite.



_Vance Family Medicine
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Helping our patients and our community
achieve long-term health goals.

Area’s first 7Day-a-Week Family Practice/Walk-in Clinic

We believe that Preventive Medicine is often the best medicine.
Less stressful alternative to lengthy emergency room visits for minor ailments and
injuries.
Our patient portal provides a means of more effective communication.

381 Ruin Creek Road, Henderson NC
252-430-0666
www.vancefamilymedicine.com
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“MED HAVER

Real Estate and More!
Dr. Reza Jafari
919-604—-0808
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Euclid Elements

The theorem that the base angles of an isosceles triangle are equal appears as Proposition 5 of book 1 in Euclid’s
Elements. This result has been called the pons asinorum (the bridge of asses) or the isosceles triangle theorem.
Rival explanations for this name include the theory that it is because the diagram used by Euclid in his demonstra-
tion of the result resembles a bridge, or because this is the first difficult result in Euclid, separating those who can

VY

understand Euclid’'s geometry from those who cannot.

Bridge of Asses (Latin: Pons Asinorum) may have been named for medieval students who, clearly not destined to
cross over into more abstract mathematics, had difficulty understanding the proof—or even the need for the proof.
Medieval schoolboys did not usually go beyond the Bridge of Asses, which thus marked their last obstruction before

liberation from the Elements.



OUR KHANEH-IRAN- MAKING PROGRESS, WE ARE WELL ON OUR WAY TO COMPLETION

The ICSNC Iranian/American Cultural Center (IACC) committee is pleased to say we are making great strides
toward making our 32 year dream of having a place to call home a reality. We raised $1,025,078 through donations
and the purchase of Promissory Notes from the Iranian/American community and friends. This includes $633,478 in
Donations (62%) and $391,600 in Promissory Notes (38%.) We will soon have a facility where we can celebrate our
Persian cultural events and have rooms for our Persian school, lectures, poetry nights, cooking classes, music and
dance programs, celebrations, social gatherings as well as a library. Our goal is to have our 2022 Nowruz celebration
in our new Cultural Center!

The IACC (Khaneh-Iran) project has been divided into three phases.

PHASE 1 (Purchasing the Property)

When the idea of purchasing this particular building and its price was presented, one of the team members said, “but
we only have $50,000.00 in the ICSNC account, how can we buy a building that has a purchase price of close to
$1,860,00.00.” Collectively the Khaneh-Iran Committee members said we can do this with the support of our Iranian/
American community and friends. We knew it would not be easy. It would be much like a marathon and not a sprint but
having a place to call home was very important to all of us. The fundraising team hit the ground running immediately.
The Covid-19 pandemic had a huge negative impact on our early fundraising efforts in that we could not have large
gatherings where we could share our enthusiasm about the project and present it in group settings. We were not de-
terred, however. The team and ICSNC members reached out to many individuals and we succeeded. We were very
fortunate that the building owner gave us an In-Kind donation of $860,000.00, bringing the actual cost of the building
to $950,000. Their generosity lowered the bar for us and made the goal reachable. More than 140 people contributed
to the Khaneh-Iran Project in amounts ranging from $25 dollars up to $150,000 toward the purchase of the building.
In total, we raised $300,000.00 in donations and $215,000.00 in Promissory Notes for a total of $515,000.00. We
obtained a loan for $750,000.00. covering much of the purchase price of the building and the funds raised were used
to pay the closing costs of $272,000.00 (including the down payment) and the remaining $245,000.00 was put into an
escrow account to be used for the upcoming expenses related to demolition and renovation of the building.

PHASE 2 (Demolition and Plan approval by the City of Durham)

We closed Phase One of this project on June 8 when we closed on the building. We immediately began working
on Phase Two, demolition of the walls surrounding the 60 small rooms and halls throughout the building, removal
of the suspended ceiling, and removing the worn carpeting in all areas of the building except the ball room. With
many volunteers donating their time (over 2,000 hours), we were able to do much of the work ourselves saving over
$80,000.00 in costs. Plans call for us to keep close to 13,100 sq. ft of the building for our Khaneh-Iran, and to lease
about 5,500 sq. ft. to offset the costs of owning the building. We plan to keep all expenses to a minimum and have
paid all expenses up to this point.
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It took us14 months to complete the Plans for our building which included plans for Electrical, Mechanical, Plumbing,
Landscaping, Kitchen Equipment, etc. All of this work was done by very talented members of our community under
the leadership of Mr. Afshin Roshdi. Plans were submitted to the City of Durham and were approved by July 1, 2021.
We started the rebuilding phase (Phase 3) immediately after obtaining City of Durham approval.
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PHASE 3 (Rebuilding the Center)
The committee realized that in order to have a building we could be proud of we needed to secure additional funds for
the remodeling project. We reached the Iranian/American community and friends, asking for their support to complete
this phase of the project. Again, through the generosity of many supporters we were able to raise $560,000.00 through
donations and Promissory Notes.
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We will continue our efforts to raise funds to put toward the completion of this Phase 3. Our goal is to raise another
$209,000.00 bringing the total fundraising amount to $769,000.00 for Phase 3.



We are making progress:

We removed many trees and bushes that were overgrown and with the help of volunteers, planted 83 rose
ushes.

All internal STUD Metal walls have been built.

Sheetrock has been put up on one side of the STUD Metal walls and the drywall has been taped and sanded.
Underground plumbing has been completed.

Above ground plumbing is underway.

Two existing restrooms were renovated.

A contract has been signed with an HVAC company and they have already ordered all materials

We hope to be signing an Electrical Contractor soon.

: We have secured an additional $250,000.00 loan from the bank to put toward Phase 3 IF NEEDED.

10. We secured non-profit status with the City of Durham, giving us exemption from property taxes saving us
$24,000.00 annually.

CoNOO~WND =

If you have not supported this project in the past, please consider contributing to this worthy project (Donation/Prom-
issory Note Purchase.) Any amount is helpful and is appreciated. If you have donated in the past know that additional
funding is still needed.

| would like to thank the Khanen-Iran Committee members. Without their staunch support this project would not have
been possible. This truly is the A team. | have tremendous love and respect for each of them. They stood by me in
the many ups and down of this project. They never gave up. You have my heartfelt THANKS.

Sincerely,
On behalf of the Iranian/American Cultural Center (IACC) Committee

Kazem Yahyapour - Committee Chairperson
Yahyapour5@aol.com
(919) 280-9737

Remember to ask not what your community can do for you but ask what you can do for your community
(paraphrasing-President John F. Kennedy)
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On Love for Reading...
BIBLIOPHILES, BIBLIOMANIACS AND BIBLIOVORES, IBN AL-NNADIM
AND ABU ALI

SINAX (AVICENNX)

There is an interesting sto-
ry about two Middle Eastern
academic rivals who lived
during the 10th century. One
was Abu Ali Sina (Avicenna)
(980-1037), the famous Per-
sian physician, polymath, bib-
liovore, and author of the text-
book, Cannons of Practice of
Medicine which was taught in
all European medical schools
until the 1870s, and the other was Ibn al-Nadim (967-1020),
an obscure bookseller who lived in Baghdad most of his life.
The story goes that Nadim wrote a 1,000-page masterpiece
entitled, Fihrist, which means catalog. In Fihrist, Nadim list-
ed, in one volume, all the books known to man, including
those written by Homer, Virgil, pre-Socratic philosophers, Is-
lamic thinkers, Christian theologians and philosophers, and
others. His book was the first attempt to produce an ency-
clopedia of knowledge. It was reported that Nadim himself
read and memorized all the books he listed in Fihrist. Rumor
of Nadim’s intellectual feat reached Avicenna, who decided
to visit Nadim. It is told that Avicenna took one look at Fihrist
and, with his phenomenal speed-reading skills, devoured
all 1,000 pages in just a few minutes. Avicenna, with his
formidable photographic memory, then challenged Nadim
to quiz him on the content. | guess this is a story that the
speed-reading companies would love to recite.

There are many authentic references to Avicenna’s gift of
leafing through any book of any size and reciting the content
of every page by heart, verbatim—just as there are of Mo-
zart listening to a piece of music once, memorizing it, and
playing it on his harpsichord. People like Avicenna and Na-
dim lived and breathed books. They were true bibliovores,
an ambition | covet and have nurtured all my life (but never
succeeded!)

Fast forward about 1,000 years. The Argentine linguist, poet,
and writer, with the same formidable brain power to read
and memorize books, Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986) wrote
extensively about the “art and science” of reading. | recom-
mend two books by Borges: Ficciones (1944) and Aleph
(1949). In these books, he ably lays out the solid conceptu-
al architecture of imagination and gives birth to the literary
genre of magical realism.

Borges asserted that an adult’s inspiration to read books
comes from the books he or she read in childhood and that
childhood reading habits exert powerful, lifelong influence.
Modern science also offers compelling evidence that child-
hood reading highly influences the future of one’s reading
habits. Psycholinguists and neurobiologists have used
functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) and positron

By Assad Meymandi, MD, PhD, ScD (Hon), DLFAPA*

emission tomography (PET), which demonstrate and mea-
sure the metabolic activities of the brain and offer scientific
evidence that reading from an early age helps one develop
the association cortex in a more integrative and faster rate.
That’s not even taking into consideration an individual’s in-
trinsic value and enjoyment of reading.

Usually, | would say that addiction is not a desirable trait.
But as a psychiatrist, | recommend addiction to three things:
Reading (becoming not only a bibliophile, but a bibliovore),
opera, and classical music. The reason | recommend op-
era is that, along with theater and studies in history, it is a
most cost-effective alternative to expensive and time-con-
suming psychoanalysis. Opera brings on stage the viewer’s
prototypical “self’ in naked form. Opera provides one with
a continuous source of self-analysis, giving the viewer and
listener delicious opportunities for growth, redemption, love,
and wisdom. The same is true when enjoying the theater by
playwright geniuses such as Shakespeare and studying his-
tory. Expose your children and grandchildren to opera, the-
atre, classical music, history, and other art forms as much as
possible. But first, expose them to reading and books. This
should take priority over all else and should begin at a very
early age.

An aside for our devoted etymologists and onomastics:
Jorge, pronounced in Spanish as xorxe, is believed to be
a descendent of the Indo-European word xerxes (Khesha-
yarsha), which literally means majesty. It is also the name
of the Persian emperor, Xerxes (519-425 BC), who preced-
ed Cyrus the Great of the Persian (Achaemenes) Empire
(576-530). (We remember Cyrus the Great as the person
who gave freedom to the Jews during Babylonian captivity.)
There are many references in the Old Testament to Cyrus.
One example is in Isaiah 45, where Cyrus is called “Messi-
ah.” The names George, Jorge, and Georgia are all derived
from the majestic route of the Persian name, Xerxes. So,
all of you Georges and Georginas Bibliophiles—Enjoy your
connection to Persia and to royalty!
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Helping you make

good decisions

Faye Kamrani
REAL ESTATE BROKER
919.619.3609
fkamrani@fmrealty.com

FONVILLE MORISEY"

A LONG & FOSTER COMPANY

— Alex Della- Penna
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NC State Univesity Iran IaN Student Association

The North Carolina State University Iranian Student Associ-
ation was initially formed prior to the revolution of 1979 by a
group of Iranian students, with aiming to assist Iranian stu-
dents and promoting Iranian culture and traditions at NCSU.
Since then, every year 3-5 Iranian students have been elect-
ed as board members and have volunteered to implement
cultural programs at the university, among a host of other
NCSU international associations. This year, the following
students were elected by ISA general members as mem-
bers of the board of directors:

Azin Saberi: chairman of the association, Mehrnaz Madadi:
deputy of the association

Kourosh Salamati: treasurer, Daniel Richter: program coor-
dinator.

ISA board members, and other dedicated volunteers as-
sisted all newly arrived NCSU students with temporary ac-
commodations, and transfers from the airport. The board
arranged a welcome party for the new Iranian students at
the Iranian American Cultural Center, a picnic, and a “tea
and talk” gathering. ISA members are grateful to the Iranian
American Cultural Center volunteers who, with open arms
and outpouring of love, provided ISA with a place to wel-
come and celebrate the new Iranian students.

At a meeting attended by members of the Iranian Students
Association(ISA,) Graduate Students Association of Duke
University, and Iranian students at UNC Chapel Hill, it was
decided that the members of the above associations would
cooperate in holding annual Yalda and Nowruz celebrations
to commemorate and preserve these ancient customs with
even more splendor than before. With the recent establish-
ment of the Iranian American Cultural Center in Durham,
and with the assistance of the NCSU, Duke and UNC Chap-
el Hill students, we expect and hope to keep the torch, lit by
the old Iranian students at NCSU many years ago, ablaze.
In the meantime, we ask all those who are interested in Iran
and Iranian culture to support ISA to achieve their goals, and
to endure on this exciting but difficult path by their financial
and spiritual assistance.

Thank you

ISA Board Members
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Iran Oral History

The Iranian Oral History Project is a unique resource for
the study of modern Iranian history. The collection con-
sists of the personal accounts of 134 individuals who
played major roles in or were eyewitnesses to important
political events in Iran from the 1920s to the 1980s. Of
these, 118 narratives have been digitized and are avail-
able to researchers through this database.

The collection provides scholars and practitioners the op-
portunity to listen to and read the personal accounts of
many of Iran's former political leaders as they recall the
times and events that shaped their lives and the life of
their country.
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Excerpts from the book of Husrow and Shirin
The Dream

by Maryam Tabibzadeh

That evening when the night spread its hair covering the world in darkness,
Parviz went home and recited his prayers. Then he went to bed and fell
asleep. In his dream, he saw his grandfather who told him, “You will be the
sun of the new world. Since you ate sour grapes and did not turn sour, you
will find a lover sweeter than any woman in the world. Her name is Shirin.
Second, they killed your horse, but you did not get mad so you will find a
black horse called Shabdiz which is the fastest horse in the universe. Third:
Since the Shah gave your throne away, you will get the throne of the Persian
kingdom. Fourth: Since you were patient when they broke up your harp, you L:&ﬁ.{'-?i:? & %ﬁf}m
will find a musician called Barbed whose music will take his audiences to Persian Legends In Love
the heavens of imagination. You will find gold in place of stone, four gems in
place of four beads.”

The prince woke up with amazement. What kind of dream was this? Is it
possible that my grandfather knows what will happen to me? Do | really get
what he promised?

Parviz got up. Walking in his castle, looking at fresh flowers and thinking
about his dream. He did not know what to make of it. The days that followed

he was preoccupied with the dream and wondered what it was about and
why he had the dream.
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www.flamekabob.com
7961 Skyland Ridge Parkway, Suite 110, Raleigh, NC 27617

(919) 596-2525

Now you can buy your favorite foods

- “FRESH&FROZEN:

and enjoy it at home with friends and family!
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